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When I attended 

seminary I belonged to a 

“house church”, a small 

group of believers who 

met weekly to worship 

and support one another 

on our journey of faith.  

Although it has been decades since that group met I 

still remember vividly one Easter gathering.  The 

leader that particular day provided us with an 

experience of the resurrection that still lingers in my 

memory. 

We began our journey to Easter by each of us 

putting a piece of tape over our mouths so we 

couldn’t speak.  As you might imagine, this was an 

uncomfortable experience to which people 

responded in different ways.  Some tried to talk 

despite the tape, gesticulating with their hands and 

mumbling incoherently.  Others, sensing the futility 

of it all, retreated to a corner of the room and sat in 

defeated silence.  After what seemed like an eternity 

to all of us, the leader posted a big sign at one end 

of the room that said in all capitals, REDEMPTION 

CENTER.   

You can imagine how quickly people responded, 

running to the table where the sign was placed.  

However, when we got there, we discovered that we 

were not allowed to remove the tape from our 

mouths.  Instead, on the table, we found pads of 

paper and pencils which we could use to 

communicate.  We had been redeemed from our 

inability to communicate, but not in the way we 

wanted.   

Mark’s account of Jesus’ resurrection ends with 

these words, “So they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 

and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid.” (Mk. 16:8)  Years later, Biblical scholars 

surmise, someone in the Markan community 

appended a longer ending to the gospel, seeking to 

give future readers closure. 

Mark, however, does not give us closure.  There is 

no “get out of jail free” card in Mark, allowing us to 

go back to life without a care.   In his life Jesus 

announced the in-breaking of the kingdom of God 

and made good on that promise by casting out 

demons, healing the sick, and feeding the hungry.   

Jesus promised that the power of Herod and Caesar 

would not have the final word.  God overturned their 

death verdict by raising Jesus from the dead.  Yet 

violence still rages.  Foul and evil things continue to 

take hold of peoples’ lives.  He promised the 

kingdom of God, but there is scant evidence of 

swords refashioned into plowshares  He promised 

the forgiveness of sins, yet day in and day out our 

consciences accuse us.  He promised his death 

would bring an end to death.  Yet, death tracks us 

down. 

There is one final promise we hear at the end of 

Mark’s Gospel.  As the women stepped inside the 

open tomb, “they saw a young man dressed in a 

white robe.”  He told them Jesus “has been raised; 

he is not here.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee.  There you 

will see him.” (Mk. 16:6-7)   

Like my house church experience years ago, there is 

no closure in Mark’s Gospel, but there is a future to 

Jesus’ story, a future for a denier like Peter and 

sinners like us.  Mark strips away all supports other 

than Jesus.  In Mark no one grasps the feet of the 

risen Christ.  No one is invited to finger his wounds.  

With Mark we do not share breakfast on the beach 

with Jesus.  We do not encounter him on the 

Emmaus road. 

What we are left with are some questions:  Will we 

trust and follow the one whom God raised from the 

dead?  Will we trust him to fulfill his promises even 

if those promises may challenge our expectation of 

how God’s saving love will be made known?  Will 

we see the work of God continue among us through 

the one whom the grave could not hold? The 

promise is that Christ has gone before us and we will 

see him as we work to build his kingdom. 

Wishing you a blessed Easter season,     

Fr. Richard    

From 

The Rev 

RICHARD 

ISRAEL 



FEBRUARY 25, 
2021 

Present: Mother Ann 

Kidder,  Father Richard 

Israel, Elise Bennett, 

Charley Marston, Judy 

Holmes, Becky Everett,  Mary Murray, Mary Holmes, 

Sean McMillion, Tom Matthews 

 

The meeting came to order at 6:05 pm.  Mother Ann 

opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Review and approval of the January 28th meeting 

minutes was the first order of business.  Charley M. 

moved to approve the provided draft,  Mary H. 

seconded,  a vote was taken and the motion passed.  

Ratification of the Parochial Report was the next 

order of business.  Mother Ann provided an in depth 

review of the proposed responses for the report and 

specifically asked for consensus for some of the 

proposed responses.  All agreed with Mother Ann’s 

responses.  Marry M. moved to approve the report, 

Tom M. seconded, a vote was taken and the report 

was ratified.  

Mother Ann then introduced Father Richard Israel 

to the Vestry and opened a Q&A session for the 

group.  Much of the discussion focused on proposed 

plans for services and activities for the upcoming 

months.  All agreed that continuing with virtual 

services and meetings was the best course.  The 

discussion then centered on thoughts/options for 

communion in a virtual service.  A general 

consensus agreed that our present practice should 

continue until onsite communion can recommence.  

The group is looking into how we can provide palms 

for Palm Sunday.  Becky E. mentioned that she will 

continue with the Sunday carillon concerts - which 

received great appreciation by the group.   

Mary M. then provided an update for the January 

2021 Budget Review.  With the 2020 carry over 

pledges and good expense control, the January 

budget was better than projected.  Charley M. 

moved to approve the the report, Tom M. seconded, 

aa vote was taken and the report was approved. 

For the Stewardship Update, Mary H. mentioned the 

project is making good progress.  The group has met 

3 times in January, confirmed that the facilities and 

space requirements can be met, and determined the 

next step is to conduct a search for the program 

Administrator.  Mary expects he group should be 

able to provide a review for the vestry in the second 

quarter. 

Mother Ann then reviewed the Plans for the Virtual 

Annual Meeting on the 28th. 

• All planned attendees will need to register for 

the event 

• Due to the Virtual format, the agenda will be 

very succinct. 

• Votes for those who can not attend are being 

collected prior to the event. 

• With the completion of the meeting, the Vestry 

will stay on to vote for officers and plan future 

meetings. 

The next Vestry meeting date and time will be 

determined at the follow on session of the Annual 

Meeting. Mother Ann then led a closing prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM. 

FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

Present: Mother Ann Kidder,  Father Richard Israel, 

Elise Bennett, Charley Marston, Judy 

Holmes, Becky Everett, Mary Murray, Mary 

Holmes, Sandra Redmond, Ron Lee, Lidia 

Bailey, Sean McMillion, Tom Matthews 

The meeting came to order at 10:30 am after the close 

of the Annual meeting.  Mother Ann opened the 

meeting with a prayer  

Election officers was the first order of business.   

• Tom Matthews nominated Charley Marston 

for Senior Warden,  
• Mary Holmes nominated Becky Everett for 

Junior Warden 
• Charley Marston nominated Tom Matthews 

for Clerk 
• Elise Bennett nominated Mary Murray as 

Treasurer 

Mother Ann moved for the approval of the slate of 

nominees, Mary H. seconded, a vote was taken and 

the motion passed. 

Determining meeting times was the next order of 

business.  General consensus resulted in the 

meetings being held the last Wednesday of the 

month at 5:30pm. Therefore, the next Vestry 

Meeting will be held on March 24th at 5:30pm. 

Mary Murray clarified that she would provide 

quarterly updates at the April, July, October and 

January meetings. 

VESTRY 

MINUTES 

-Tom Matthews 



Charley Marston mentioned he would be out until 

March 10th and provided his cell number if needed. 

Mary H. proposed the Vestry and parish consider 

activities during the sabbatical and mentioned a 

separate meeting may be necessary.  Mother Ann 

proposed possible meeting times or 

recommendations during the sabbatical be provided 

to Charley  M. or Becky E. 

The next Vestry meeting will be held on March 24th 

at 5:30pm. 

Mother Ann then led a closing prayer.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 10:50 am. 

 

 

We Make the Road by Walking 

by Brian McLaren 

Each week’s reading is very 

short (3-5 pages), plus two or 

three Scripture passages.  Please 

read both the chapter and the 

Scripture passages.  At the end of 

each reading are some 

suggested questions for 

meditation/discussion.  Each 

week is a separate “stand alone” reading so if you 

miss a week you can easily join in when you return 

by doing the reading for that week. 

April 6 Chapter 33:  The Uprising Begins 

(Easter Sunday) 
April 13 Chapter 34:  The uprising of 

Fellowship 

April 20 Chapter 35:  The Uprising of 

Discipleship 
April 27 Chapter 36:  The Uprising of 

Worship 

 

FLOWER DEDICATIONS MARCH 2021 

In loving memory of: 

• Alice & Bruce Bennett 

and Fran & Herb 

Cooper by Elise & 

Larry Bennett 

• In Thanksgiving by 

Janet T. Hargrave 

• Lois & Wilbur Holmes 

and Esther & Harry 

Larsen by Mary & 

Tom Holmes 

• Jackie, Ann Marie, Bill & Paul by the 

Matthews Family 

 

 

  

Vestry  
Charley Marston Senior Warden 
Becky Everett Junior Warden 
Tom Matthews Clerk 
Mary Murray Treasurer 

Class of 2023 
Becky Everett, Ronald Lee,  

Sandra Redmond 

Class of 2022 
Judy Holmes, Mary Holmes,  

Charley Marston 

Class of 2021 
Elise Bennett, Tom Matthews,  

Sean McMillion 

Northeast Mission Area Council 
Representative  

Laura Cotton, 2021 

 

 

Mtg Dates 

Apr 5 

Apr 19 

May 3 

 
April 6 & 20 

6:00 PM 
Zoom  

Please contact Kathy 

Pender for more 

information or to 

register and receive the 

link. (440-463-7378) 

kp@momshrink.com 



“We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing” 

To me, this is the single most important part of St. Christopher by the 

River’s mission.  That we have been unable to do so these past many 

months is frustrating to me as, I know, it is for you. 

Last year our diocesan leaders determined that services should be suspended in areas where new Covid cases 

exceeded 100 per 100,000. 

After peaking last winter, recent numbers seem to have averaged around 150 

per day.  While s till higher than we would like that number to be, in light of 

the fact that every day a growing number of our membership is getting 

vaccinated, and we believe we have a safe setting, we want to begin holding 

Sunday Services.  As a first step, last Wednesday, your Vestry unanimously 

voted to conduct outside services beginning April 18th.  Everyone (of all ages) 

is welcome.  We will be using the safety precautions established last year 

which worked very well. 

On April 14th, we will check the forecast and, weather permitting, we will reactivate the reservation process 

which also worked very well last year. 

In the next few weeks, we will be making preparations for these services and providing you with details. We 

are mindful that many parishioners will not be able to attend these services so we will continue to have services 

on YouTube through our website. 

Let us gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing and pray that this pandemic continues to subside, and we can 

return to a more normal way of living our lives.  Sue and I look forward to seeing you very soon 

Charley 

 

 

 

As many of you have read in the newsletters the past few months, the 

Vestry appointed a Task Force to thoroughly investigate the possibility of 

creating a Pre-K at St. Christopher’s starting in the Fall of 2022. We will 

be reporting back to the Vestry at the end of June with our 

recommendation as to whether the church should proceed with this 

endeavor. Each of you deserves to have the opportunity to voice your thoughts, opinions and concerns to us 

so that we can make the very best recommendation to the Vestry.  

Last week a survey was included in the Easter letter mailing. I am hoping 

you have had the time to look over the questions asked and are willing to fill 

out the short survey and return it to the church by May 1st. I ask for your 

honesty and thoroughness in answering these questions. I invite you to sign 

your name to the survey so that we can follow up with you if we have further 

questions or need to clarify anything. Thank you for your time and 

willingness to help with this survey. We look forward to hearing from you!  

I wish you all a very blessed Easter and hope to see you at the carillon concerts which will be April 4th 

and 11th!   

SENIOR WARDEN 

-Charley Marston 

JUNIOR WARDEN 

-Becky Everett 



Easter Flowers have been given 

to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of: 

 

Donald W. Thorpe 

by Susie, Peter & Jackie 

Thorpe 

James P. Storer 

by Dede Storer 

My Wife, Susan 

by Gabe  Brachna 

Dwight M. Allgood Jr. 

by Joan Allgood 

Mabel Alburn and Joan Alburn Hellman 

by John A. Hellman 

Gizella & Steve Kenyeres and Agnes & Harold 

Warren 

by Dori & Russ Warren 

Karen Vaccariello, Marion Scobee, George & 

Eleanor Pesuit 

by Barb & Craig Pesuit 

Robert Lomas and Asa & Patricia Shiverick 

by Hope Lomas  

Elaine Wallace by Jean & Robert Wallace 

Robert Paul Miller by Barbara W. Miller 

Gerry McElliott, Jack McElliott, and Eitaro & 

Yoko Sato  

by John, Yuri & Joshua McElliott 

Amanda Ford Morris and Joan McKelvy Taft 

by Warren & Betsi Morris  

Linda Matthews Costello, Samuel & Frances 

Costello and Alwyn & Carlotta Ernst  

by Cynthia Costello 

Michael Pender 

by Kathy & Jim 

Pender  

 

Sam, Mom and 

Beverly 

by Francine 

Sarkisian 

Sarah C. 

Dickenson and 

Jeffrey R. Cudlip 

by Frances & 

David Dickenson 

Easter Flowers are given in Honor of: 

My sons, Christopher & Jonathan 

by Gabe Brachna 

The Bell, Cadiou, and Miscko 

Families by Ron & Carolyn Miscko 

Calhoun W. Wick and Ann 

by Kitty & Bruce Thomas 

The Gordon, Conley and Boufford 

Families by Sally Conley 

Our Parents by Dan & Courtney 

Schmidt 

The Women’s Guild by Cynthia 

Costello 

 

Easter Flowers are given in Faithful  

Thanksgiving by: 

Leslie & Michael Marting 

Chandler & Becky Everett 

Iris J. Vail 

 

 
Thank you to those 

who ordered, 

decorated, and 

delivered the 

Easter Flowers:  
 

Carolyn Miscko 

Ron Miscko 

Sue Marston  

Charley Marston 

Becky Everett 



NEMAC  FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Agenda Item Proceedings 

Attendance Grace: Rev. Rose Anne Lonsway, Debra Zimmerman; Epiphany: Rev. Rosalind Hughes, Bob 
Thompson; St. Andrew: Rev. Lisa O’Rear, Andy Spiesman; St Christopher: Peter Batcheller, 
Linda Webb; St. Luke: Rev. Chris McCann; Jean Spangler; St. Martin: Cheryl Gray; St. Peter: 
Rev. Peter Nielsen, Laura Nielsen 

Opening Prayer Rose Anne led us in a prayer in support of social justice during these challenging times. 

Minutes from 10/22/20 The minutes for the October meeting were approved without adjustments. 

Financial Report, Chris McCann Our balance as of 12/31/20 is $1,760.  Chris confirmed with Rev. Percy Grant that the 
mission area funding from the diocese is stable for the 2021 budget.  Thanks to Chris for his 
work as Treasurer this past term. 

Election of Officers, Jan. 2021 Officers were approved by motions moved, seconded and carried: 

• Chair, Bob Thompson 

• Vice Chair, Chris McCann 

• Treasurer, Peter Nielsen 

• Diocesan Council, Lisa O’Rear 

• Secretary, Linda Webb 

Rose Anne offered to continue as host for in-person meeting when they resume. 

AI: Linda will send Eva Cole at the Diocese our 2021 slate of officers. 

New Business  

Funding Requests No funding requests were presented to NEMAC before or during this meeting. 

Ash Wednesday Plans; 
discussion 

• Chris asked what plans our parishes are making for Ash Wednesday. Per directives from 
the Bishop, St. Luke’s tentative plan to offer “ashes to go” wasn’t feasible. He also 
decided against sending powdered ash in the U.S. Mail. Instead, the parish plans to 
distribute palms and prayer cards. encouraging parishioners to participate in a virtual 
ash preparation experience. On Ash Wednesday, an online service will be held. People 
will administer their home-developed ashes on their brows. 

• Rosalind favors the Bishop’s suggestion of helping people prepare their own ashes at 
home, reminding her of planning for All Saints when the parish sent their “rituals in a 
bag.”  Rosalind delivered candles and recruited a volunteer delivery service. It was a 
nice way to involve more people. Some parishioners sent pictures of how they 
celebrated the ritual at home, expressing appreciation. 

Chris noted that the challenges of celebrating Ash Wednesday this year during a pandemic 
offer opportunity for ways to reimagine a mission. 

Prior Projects and Business  

Report, Los Amigos Episcopales Al Muller received our check. NEMAC received a thank you letter from Al and the 
organization. 

Report, Jubilee Garden 
Support, Lisa O’Rear 

St. Andrew is scheduling a meeting for all that wish to participate in spring planting.  There 
is a crowdfunding video available online at https://givebutter.com/f68EZN. In the first 
season, even with fewer volunteers to due Covid concerns, the program experienced a 
great start. There may be a NEMAC funding request coming. 

Update, Diocesan Council,  
Lisa O’Rear 

The next Council meeting is Thursday, 1/21/21.  The Council is committed to a leadership-
building initiative. A three-year training program for vestry members is being developed. 

Update, Committee for Racial 
Justice, Lisa O’Rear 

The Committee — which will have a relationship with council is gaining momentum. The 
group will be working through sub-committees focused on topic areas. There are plans for 
an enhanced Diocesan web site presence, continued anti-racism training sessions online 
and in-person — and further advocacy. A report will be provided at the next NEMAC 
meeting. 

  

https://givebutter.com/f68EZN


Human Trafficking, St. Martin, 
Cheryl Gray 

The Human Trafficking initiative will conduct a training session, Human Trafficking 101 on 
February 4 from 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. Information is available at 
https://stjohnohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Human-Trafficking-101-Training-
Flyer-1.pdf . Cheryl would like to see NEMAC parishes work together with community 
leaders and supportive organizations. For future seminars, the same speakers could be 
considered, however the training topics could be different. 

Sanctuary Efforts, St. Andrews 
[Ongoing], Lisa O’Rear 

Laura Martinez and her two sons continue to live independently. Their U-Visa and work 
permits remain pending, so for now, Laura cannot legally earn a living. She and her sons did 
receive some assistance from AMIS [Americas Making Immigrants Safe] with the help of 
Ann Hill. St. Andrews continues to provide food while Laura continues trying to be self-
supportive.  

Blessings Bags [No update] 

Facebook Page [No update] 

Parish Updates  

Christ Church Christ Church had 300 gift bags to give to children as part of their Christmas dinner 
giveaway. 

St. Andrew The Choice pantry is open four times a month to all Geauga and Lake County residents. 
[Times are the first Sunday and Tuesday of the month, both days from 1:00 p.m.  – 3:00 
p.m.] Check the St. Andrew website. Please send anyone you know that is food insecure to 
the St. Andrew pantry. 

Epiphany A combined service for the Feast of Epiphany held jointly with Trinity Cathedral went very 
well. Coming up is the Winter Festival with an online game night. 

St. Martin The parish held an eggnog party. 

St. Christopher Zoom meetings for the Grief Support Group, Stephen Ministers, Book Club (Angels in the 
Bible), Thursday Evening Prayer and Fellowship — and the Tuesday and Wednesday 
Book Club all continue. The Parish offers a recorded YouTube Sunday service as well as an 
in-car carillon concert at the church provided by a Vestry choir member. A donated family 
memorial wreath graces the parish front door every week. [Peter had to leave the meeting 
early; he submitted these updates later by email.] 

Meeting Dates Tuesday 4/20; Wednesday 7/21 and Thursday 10/21, all at 6:00 p.m. 

Closing Prayer Prayers are asked for Donna Brownleigh, St. Luke — and Kate Wells, St. Andrew. 
In closing, Peter Nielsen led us in a prayer for social justice from the BCP.  

Adjournment 6:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

1 Sally Conley 
 Pauline Marting 
 Connor McMillion 
 Ted Ramsey 
2 Elizabeth Eaton  
5 Larry Muray  
7 Brian Wright 
8 Kathy Vilas  
9 Alex Berchek 
11 Barbara Schulze 
14 Brian Bates 
 Stuart Bates 
 Lou Boswell 
 Tim Pistell 

16 Bill Doyle 
19 Madeline Figgie 
21 Loni Todd-Lorenz 
22 Fran Meyers 
23 Ed Meyers 
24 Claire Murray 
25 Susan Bates 
27 Judy Eakin 
 Suzanne Murray 
28 Diana Treco 
29 Heather Bennett 
 Dan Collister 
30 Betsy Figgie 
31 Beth Miller    

How Can You Donate Online? 

Simply go to our website 

www.stchrisbytheriver.org! 

Click the Donate button and it will take you to 

our online donation service.  Or click on Donating 

in the menu bar and it will take you to another 

button which then takes you to our online 

donation service. 

https://stjohnohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Human-Trafficking-101-Training-Flyer-1.pdf
https://stjohnohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Human-Trafficking-101-Training-Flyer-1.pdf
http://www.stchrisbytheriver.org/
http://www.stchrisbytheriver.org/
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St. Christopher by-the-River  
All recorded services may be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_QqAANDzOu-Bwf8gh-t6Q 

Good Friday and Easter Vigil Service 

will be available on our YouTube site. 
 

 

ST. CHRISTOPHER 

BY-THE-RIVER 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

www.stchrisbytheriver.org   

7601 Old Mill Rd. 

PO Box 519 

Gates Mills OH 44040 

440-423-4451 

stchrisbytheriver@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Services 
Find our weekly worship on YouTube. 

 

Parish Office 

Staffed T-W-TH 8:30-2:30 

 

CARILLON CONCERTS  

April 4th & 11th  

10:30-11:00 AM 
We ask that you park by 
the church and stay in 

your cars for the duration 
of each concert. 

During Mother Ann’s sabbatical, the Rev. 

Richard Israel is serving as St. Christopher’s 

sabbatical priest.  He can be contacted by 

email at stchris.fatherrich@gmail.com. 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call 

Charley Marston (Senior Warden), Becky 

Everett (Junior Warden), or the parish office.   

 

The following are offered 
via Zoom: 

 

• Book Group Tuesday 
10:00 AM  

• Thursday Evening Prayer 
5:00 PM 

• Thursday Evening 
Fellowship 5:30 PM 

• Sunday morning Family 
Worship 11:00 AM 

Faith & Fellowship 

IN PERSON outdoor 
worship will start 

April 18th, weather 
permitting.  Watch 
the weekly News 

for details on how 
to attend and 
precautions 

required. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_QqAANDzOu-Bwf8gh-t6Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_QqAANDzOu-Bwf8gh-t6Q
http://www.stchrisbytheriver.org/
mailto:stchrisbytheriver@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_QqAANDzOu-Bwf8gh-t6Q
mailto:stchris.fatherrich@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82747298955?pwd=aHlHQlBuTDlHRkZYQnFKREc3ZzNrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84559150704?pwd=NDFvcVd5SGJaWW9xK0FGdWMvRGk5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84559150704?pwd=NDFvcVd5SGJaWW9xK0FGdWMvRGk5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89471693162?pwd=UndaWEZ3WWNPSllacmhlWFhJQVUzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89471693162?pwd=UndaWEZ3WWNPSllacmhlWFhJQVUzdz09

